FEVER                                        8$
It was clear that the undertaking required a
specially prepared expedition, with reliable carriers
recruited from a completely different part of
Ecuador, and one with that single objective alone,
not with the many we were attempting.
However, I could not get the matter out of my
mind. For, although we did obtain quite a few
ethnological specimens now in the Museum in New
York from a small remnant of three or four Zaparo
families living south of the Curaray, the non-
appearance of the tribe as a whole made our meagre
results very disappointing.
I thought again of Rayo Urcu, which I had been
told many times was now the "seat of government"
of the western branch of the great Ssabela tribe
which was reputed to live there in "a town by a
precipice beside a waterfall."
I did not believe the story, but, as all Auca
attacks of recent years that I could check up on
appeared to be perpetrated from the western end, I
did think that some Ssabelas might be living there.
It was certainly within their territory, and it was
near there that Sevilla's Capricio and other settle-
ments had been attacked. Rayo Urcu was one of
the group of hills between Napo and the head-
waters of the Curaray. It was said to be a flat-
topped mesa, which might afford an admirable site
for an air landing field near the head of the
Curaray.
It was,  for those  parts, reasonably easy of